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PURPOSE

The purpose of the Villa Rica Parks, Recreation and Leisure Services Department’s Summer Camp is to provide a quality program for the children. The Summer Camp provides children with the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities, which benefit them emotionally and physically and other creative means of expression and recreation. The goal of Summer Camp is to provide the camper with activities that are safe, fun and that allow for positive experiences. Parent involvement is encouraged. If you have any suggestions, please contact the Summer Camp staff.

CAMP STRUCTURE / FEES

Camp offers two sessions that run from 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Campers’ ages range from 6 to 12 years old. The ratio of staff to child is 1:12. Each week will include a theme that provides structure and focus for activities during that particular week. Activities include recreational games, arts and crafts and other creative outlets. 
			
	Session I	June 6 - June 10	Under the Stars
			June 13 - June 17	Olympics – Going for Gold
			June 20 - June 24	Safety is Key
			June 27 - July 1	Mad Science
	
· No camp the week of July 4 - July 8 

	Session II	July 11 - July 15	Hollywood		
July 18 - July 22	Time Travel
July 25 – July 29	Safari Adventures


Registration fee is $100.00 per child per week and must be paid by Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. before the week of attendance. Example: Second week due on Wednesday of first week. Note: Everyone is required to go on field trips, due to minimum staffing.

STAFF

Villa Rica Summer Camp staff comes from a variety of backgrounds with each one being selected based upon their interpersonal skills as well as their experience with children. All staff are 18 years or older and have early childhood or recreation experience. The staff is certified in CPR, First Aid and AED. 

SUPERVISION

All campers will be under the direct supervision of counselors at all times. No persons under 18 years of age shall be responsible for any group of children. No child will be left unattended indoors or outdoors at any time. Only a parent/guardian or an individual who is on the pickup permission slip may check out campers. Picture identification is required at the time of pick up.
DROP-OFF and PICK-UP

Parents are asked to park, walk their children in and sign them in daily. Parents are also required to walk in and sign their children out at the end of each day.  If someone on your pick-up list will be picking up your child, they will be asked to show picture identification. 

Late Pick Up Policy – All summer campers should be picked up no later than 6:00 p.m. (no exceptions). Those parents, who are late due to unforeseen circumstances, will be issued a verbal warning. To avoid situations like these, we encourage parents to have a backup plan that would allow their child/children (with prior approval) to go home with a neighboring parent or a relative listed as qualified to pick up your child from the facility. 

The following procedure will be used for parents who violate the 6:00 p.m. pick-up policy.

First Offense – Late charge of $5.00 per child every 15 minutes beginning at 6:01 p.m. 

Second Offense – Increase of fee from $5.00 to $10.00 every 15 minutes.

Third Offense – Grounds for one-week suspension from program.

Late charges are due no later than the end of the week in which the infraction occurs. Non-payment of late charges may result in suspension of the child/children from the program. We ask parents to be respectful and courteous regarding this policy.

If a child is left and we have not heard from a parent, or if a parent can’t be reached and no one is available to pick up your child, the Villa Rica Police Department will be asked to come and transport that child to a safe location.


ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent from camp for the day, please call the Villa Rica Parks, Recreation and Leisure Services Department (770) 459-7011, or bring a note the day before.

MEDICATIONS

Any medication to be administered must be in a prescription-labeled bottle and have a physician signed note stating the type of medication, frequency of dosage and amount to be given. A medication form must be on file. No exceptions will be made to this rule. It is in the best interest of your child to have any medications properly administered.

EMERGENCY CALLS

Villa Rica Parks, Recreation and Leisure Services Department (770) 459-7011.





SICK CHILD

At Summer Camp, medical services are minimal. We stock only first aid medical supplies. If a sick child arrives at camp, we will assume the illness began at home and call you immediately for an explanation. PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR SICK CHILD TO CAMP. This is inconsiderate and can spread an infection throughout the group and the camp. We have no facilities in the camp in which to keep a sick child. We should be able to contact you at home or at the alternate telephone number listed on your child’s application for you to come and take the child home. Children who come to camp with dressings are encouraged to have them changed during the day. Please inform us by note if the dressing is not to be changed.

THE VILLA RICA PARKS, RECREATION AND LEISURE SERVICES DEPARTMENT DOES NOT PROVIDE MEDICAL INSURANCE FOR ITS PARTICIPANTS. INSURANCE IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PARENTS. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INSURANCE, THE DEPARTMENT STRONGLY SUGGESTS YOU OBTAIN IT PRIOR TO CAMP.

CONCERNS

Any concerns or comments should be addressed with the Camp Director. In the event that this route is not sufficient to meet your needs, contact Programs Manager, Courtney Powell, at the Villa Rica Parks, Recreation and Leisure Services Department 770) 459-7011.

LUNCH & SNACKS

Campers are to bring their own lunch and beverage every day to camp, unless otherwise indicated. Lunch boxes or sacks should be clearly labeled with your child’s name. You may want to pack your child’s lunch in an insulated lunch container with a cool pack to keep the food cool on a hot day. No refrigerator is available for storing the lunches. A mid-morning snack and an afternoon snack are also suggested for the campers.

LOCATION

Villa Rica Parks, Recreation and Leisure Services Department @ Gold Dust Park
646 Industrial Blvd.
Villa Rica, GA 30180
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SUMMER DAY CAMP RULES

· We treat others as we would like to be treated.
· We communicate with words and do not hit each other.
· We only use appropriate language. Profanity will not be allowed.
· We eat only at meal and snack time.
· We clean up after ourselves.
· We take turns.
· We respect and listen to our camp counselors.
· We put things back where we found them.
· When indoors, we walk only.
· We do not throw rocks or any other debris outside.
· We keep each other’s safety in mind at all times.


Discipline problems will not be tolerated. We strive to provide an atmosphere which is conducive to safety and appropriate behavior while attending Summer Camp. Maintaining proper conduct while in the program is the joint responsibility of the children, parents and Summer Camp Staff. The following guidelines will be followed:

1st Offense:	Camp Director/Counselor talks to child/children, logs infraction and verbally informs parent.

2nd Offense:	Camp Director/Counselor talks to child/children, logs infraction and notifies parent in writing.

3rd Offense:	Dismissal of child/children for the remainder of Summer Camp.

Camp Director and Programs Manager, Courtney Powell, will handle discipline. The use of corporal punishment is not allowed. The method used is time-out. Time-out is when a child is given time away from an activity, peers, etc., to think about his/her inappropriate behavior and try to develop a positive manner in which to deal with the situation. If time-out does not work, then the parents will be notified. Time-out is 1 minute per age. Example: If the child is age 6, time-out is 6 minutes.
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SUMMER CAMP OBJECTIVES

	The Summer Camp Program at Gold Dust Park works daily to ensure that each participant has the opportunity to have new experiences and face new challenges in an environment that is safe and nurturing. The Summer Camp staff works daily to achieve the following goals.

1. Each child’s safety is primary in the counselor’s mind at all times.
2. Each child is exposed to new recreational challenges.
3. Each child experiences new activities in a safe environment, where his/her performance is not rated or criticized.
4. The children will have the opportunity to play in a non-competitive environment.
5. Children are taught teamwork and fair play.
6. Children feel valued and recognized by staff.
7. The children enrolled are exposed to different cultures and values, learning tolerance from their exposure.
8. The campers are exposed to positive adults and learn appropriate behaviors from what is modeled.
9. Each child is recognized as an individual. 
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March 28, 2016 

Dear Parents:

The Villa Rica Parks, Recreation and Leisure Services Department’s Summer Camp weekly field trip list is below.

The Carroll County Schools Transportation Department will be providing transportation.

The dates, destinations, departure times, return times and fees are as follows:

Date:		           Venue				                       Departure:       Return:	           

06/07/16		Your Bowling Center, Douglasville	               9:00am	1:30pm                   
06/10/16		Midtown Water Park, Carrollton                        9:00am          12:00pm                     
06/16/16		Braves Game, Atlanta           			 9:00am	4:30pm                   
06/17/15		Lakeshore Pool, Carrollton                              	1:00pm		4:30pm                     
06/21/15		Zoo Atlanta, Atlanta				8:30am		4:30pm	
06/24/16		Lakeshore Pool, Carrollton                              	1:00pm		4:30pm                     
06/28/16		Fernbank Science Center, Atlanta		9:30am  	3:30pm                   
07/1/16		Lakeshore Pool, Carrollton                               1:00pm	4:30pm                     
07/12/16		Arbor Place Mall Regal Cinema, Douglasville	9:00am 	1:30pm                   
07/15/16		Lakeshore Pool, Carrollton                               1:00pm	4:30pm                     
07/19/16		Michael C. Carlos Museum, Atlanta		8:30am   	4:30pm	              
07/22/16		Midtown Water Park, Carrollton	                       9:00am          12:00pm                     
07/26/16		Pine Mountain Gold Museum, Villa Rica		8:30am            3:30pm 07/29/16		Lakeshore Pool, Carrollton 	               	1:00pm 	4:30pm	                

If you have any questions, please call me at 678-785-1095.

Field trips are subject to change.

Sincerely,



Courtney Powell
Programs Manager
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