
City of Villa Rica 
 

Villa Rica City Hall 

770-459-7000 

www.villarica.org 

Open M-F  8:00am—5:00pm 
 

Villa Rica Police Department 

678-840-1311 

In emergency dial 911 
 

Villa Rica Public Library 

770-459-7012 

 

Recreation Department 
770-459-7011 

Carroll County Agencies 
 

Carroll County Sheriff-770-830-5888 

Fire Department-Villa Rica-770-459-2040 

Fire Department-Chief’s Office-770-830-5880 
Chamber of Commerce-770-832-2446 

Carroll County Health Department-770-836-6667 

Carroll County Land Fill-770-832-1233 

Animal Control-770-834-8150 

Carroll County Voter Registration-770-830-5824 
Carroll County Tag Office-770-830-5826 

Carroll County Tax Assessor-770-830-5812 

 

Douglas County Agencies 
 

Douglas County Sheriff-770-942-2121 

Fire Department-770-942-8626 

Chamber of Commerce-770-942-5022 
Douglas County Health Department- 770-947-3509 

Douglas County Land Fill-770-920-7200 

Animal Control-770-942-5961 

Douglas County Voter Registration- 

770-920-7213 
Douglas County Tag Office-770-949-2309 

Douglas County Tax Commissioner-770-920-7228 

Medical Facilities 

 

 

Tanner Medical Center Villa Rica 

601 Dallas Highway 

770-456-3000 

Women’s Center 

770-456-3400 

www.tanner.org 

Certified City of Ethics 

 

Home of Georgia’s  

First Gold Rush of 1826 
 

A Georgia & National 

Main Street city 

www.villarica.org  • www.villaricatourism.com  • www.villaricaparks.com • www.villarica-mainstreet.com                   

City of Villa Rica 
New Resident Guide and Information 

 
• Established 1826 • 

 
571 W. Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 
770.459.7000 • Fax 770.459.7003 

www.VillaRica.org 
 

Welcome to the City of Gold where Opportunities Abound! 

“The Mill” located in Historic Downtown Villa Rica 



Around 1826, farmers and gold miners began to settle 

on a ridge dividing the waters of the Tallapoosa River 

and Sweetwater Creek.  The first gold miners to this 

area were from Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jer-

sey. 

William Hix built a tavern and general supply store 

and called the settlement  Hixtown and was incorporated in 1830.  

One mile south lay Chevestown and was owned by Allison Cheves. By 

1832 Hixtown had over 2,000 residents, 60% of Carroll County’s popu-

lation with 300 men working the gold mines.  There were at least 19 

active gold mines.  With the Georgia-Pacific Railroad extension to the 

area in 1882 the residents of Hixtown rolled houses and stores on logs 

pulled by horses to relocate near the railroad.  The residences of Hix-

town and Chevestown decided to establish a new town and named it 

Villa Rica, Translated to “city of gold” in Spanish. 

By 1905 Villa Rica included twenty businesses, seven churches, a 

bank, a hotel, a newspaper and a school with a faculty of five.  An early 

entrepreneur was Asa Candler, who brought notoriety to the city when 

he bottled the first Coca Cola here in 1897. 

In 1899 singer and composer Thomas A. Dorsey was born in Villa Rica 

and later went on to write over 400 compositions during his career.  

Dorsey is best know for “Take My Hand, Precious Lord,” which he 

wrote in 1932.  Today he is recognized worldwide as “The Father of 

Gospel Music. 

Gold mining was discontinued around 1926 due to cost exceeding 

profits.  Settlers who stayed turned to cotton.  The sandy loam soil 

produced a superior grade of cotton, second only to Egyptian cotton, 

which is rated as the world’s finest. 

Cotton become King.  An average season was 10,000 bales of cotton 

and the buying and selling of cotton was a mainstay of Villa Rica’s 

economy.  In the 1940’s the boll weevil and army worm came to town 

and brought an end to Villa Rica’s Cotton Era. 

 

 
International or Metropolitan Airports 

Hartsfield-Jackson International—37 miles 

 Birmingham International Airport-111 miles 

 Chattanooga Metropolitan Airport-112 miles 

 

           Local Small Planes 

                     Flying S Aviation Inc.—Villa Rica, GA—770-459-5145 

                Fulton County Airport-Brown Field-25 miles 

 

         Taxicab Service 
         West Georgia Taxi-Carrollton 

         770-834-7433 

Downtown Villa Rica c. 1950 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Villa Rica Park & Recreation  

 
Special Events 

Leisure Programs 
Athletics 

Teen Programs 
Gymnastics 

Cultural Arts 
Senior Programs 
Summer Camps 

Meeting Facilities 
 

For more information 
770-459-7011 

    www.villaricaparks.com 



John Tanner State Park—swimming, boating, picnicking, one-mile fitness trail around 

the lake and camping facilities.  770-830-2222. 

 

Six Flags Over Georgia 

www.sixflags.com/parks/overgeorgia 

 

McIntosh Reserve-former home and burial site of Creek Indian Chief William McIntosh, 

a 478 acre county operated passive-recreation park on the Chattahoochee River with 

fishing, picnicking, camping and water-slide recreation area.  770-830-5902. 

 

For statewide tourism information:  www.georgia.org 

. 

Month 
Avg. 

High 

Avg. 

Low 

Avg. 

Precip. 

Rec. 

High 

Rec. 

Low 

January 52.0 F 29.0 F 5.53 in 81.0 (01/12/1949) -9.0 F (01/21/1985) 

February 57.0 F 31.0 F 5.07 in 80.0 (02/27/1962) 3.0 F (02/17/1958) 

March 65.0 F 38.0 F 6.22 in 93.0 (03/12/1955) 9.0 F (03/15/1993) 

April 72.0 F 44.0 F 4.38 in 92.0 (04/24/1965) 24.0 F (04/01/1987) 

May 79.0 F 53.0 F 4.16 in 96.0 (05/28/1962) 30.0 F (05/09/1984) 

June 85.0 F 61.0 F 3.86 in 100.0 (06/05/1985) 36.0 F (06/06/1974) 

July 88.0 F 66.0 F 4.53 in 103.0 (07/17/1980) 47.0 F (07/18/1999) 

August 87.0 F 65.0 F 3.70 in 102.0 (08/21/1983) 48.0 F (08/30/1968) 

September 82.0 F 59.0 F 3.21 in 100.0 (09/04/1954) 32.0 F (09/30/1967) 

October 73.0 F 46.0 F 3.36 in 97.0 (10/05/1954) 23.0 F (10/31/1954) 

November 64.0 F 38.0 F 4.55 in 86.0 (11/02/1974) 2.0 F (11/25/1950) 

December 55.0 F 31.0 F 4.44 in 81.0 (12/21/1971) 0.0 F (12/13/1962) 

April 

Highway 78 Yard Sale 

Annual Bluegrass Springfest at Gold Dust Park 

 

March 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Villa Rica Park & Recreation 

 

June 

 Thomas A. Dorsey Festival 

Jazz, Gospel, Blues & BBQ 

 

July 

Annual Fireworks Display 

Villa Rica Civic Center & Sports Complex 

Entertainment, concessions and spectacular fireworks 

 

September 

Gold Rush Festival,  arts & Crafts, 

5K run, parade and  Evening Concert 

 

October 

Trick-or-Treat Downtown  

 

Taste of Villa Rica 

                                   

          December 

 

Annual Christmas Tree Lighting & Arrival of Santa 

Santa, Songs, Hot Chocolate  & Cookies! 

 

 

Gold Nugget Drop 

Come Celebrate bring in the New Year in  

Historic Downtown Villa Rica @ The Mill 

 

 

Golden City Cruisers Car Shows 

Free to the Public 

Check their web site for dates and times 

www.goldencitycruisers.com 

 

Free Summer Concert  & Movies 

June, July & August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Round Golfing in Georgia! 
 

Fairfield Plantation Golf & Country Club 
(semi-private, open to the public) 

770-836-1112 

A classic Willard Byrd par-72 course surrounded by scenic forest, lakes and creeks. 

 

The Frog at the Georgian 
1900 Georgia Parkway 

770-459-4400 

Designed by Tom Fazio, the Frog is an unspoiled masterpiece.  Visit us online at  

www.golfthefrog.com 

The Market @ The Mill 

May-September 

Fresh produce and home 

made products! 



 
 
The University of West Georgia 

The University of West Georgia is a coeducational, residential institution and is a comprehensive re-

gional university that enrolled 10,255 students in fall 2003.   

UWG offers 113 programs of study through three colleges - the College of Arts and Sciences, the 

Richards College of Business, and the College of Education. Sixty programs are available at the bach-

elor's level, 52 at the master's and specialist levels, and one at the doctoral level.  

In addition, the Honors College, the only college of its kind in Georgia, offers an Honors curriculum 

and the Advanced Academy of Georgia, one of fewer than 12 programs in the nation that allows gift-

ed high school juniors and seniors to live and study full time at a university while completing high 

school graduation requirements in absentia.  

Office of Admissions 

Mandeville Hall 

Carrollton, GA 30118Admissions: (678) 839-4000 

Financial Aid: (678) 839-6421  
www.westga.edu 
 

West Central Technical College 
Our Mission is to lead economic and workforce development by offering students aged 16 and above 

learning opportunities through quality technical education programs and services.  These opportuni-

ties focus on the development of academic and technical competence; critical thinking skills; social, 

personal and intellectual values; and an understanding of society. These services of West Central 

Technical College include adult literacy, continuing education and corporate training as well as tech-

nical associate degree, diploma and certificate programs. 

Information:  770-836-6000 or www.westcentral.org 

 

 
 

Georgia Institute of Technology 
Atlanta, Georgia 

404-894-2000 
www.gatech.edu 

 
Georgia State University 

Atlanta, Georgia 

404-651-2000 
www.gsu.edu 

 
Kennesaw State University 

Kennesaw, Georgia 

770-423-600 

www.kennesaw.edu 

0 

 

 

Cable TV  

Charter Communications Cable TV - 1-888-438-2427 

Comcast Cable TV - 1-800-COMCAST (1-800-266-2278) 

 

Natural Gas  

Contact the Georgia Public Service Commission: 404-656-4501 or                                                      

Atlanta Gas Light: 1-800-564-6040 for a list of gas companies that service this area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Local 

    Papers 

The Villa Rican 

Times Georgia  

West Georgia 

Shopper 

Carroll Star News 

Electricity  

 Carroll EMC 

155 Temple Road 

Carrollton, GA 30117 

770-832-3552 

 

Georgia Power  

201 Bankhead Avenue 

Carrollton, GA 30117 

770-832-6336—Customer 

Service 

770-459-3311—Villa Rica 

Telephone Service 

Residential—1-888-757-6500 

TTY/TDD./VCO/HCO Customers 

1-888-2355 

 

 

 

 

American Red Cross 

Military & Disaster Emergencies 

1-866-724-3577 

 

Drug Hotline 

1800-662-4357 

 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FBI) 

404-679-9000 (Atlanta) 

 

Federal Tax Information 

1-800-1040 (Atlanta) 

 

Georgia Bureau of Investigation 

(GBI) 

404-244-2600 

 

Poison Control Center 

404-616-9000 (Metro Atlanta) 

404-616-9287 (TTY) 

 

U.S. Marshal 

404-331-6388 (Atlanta) 

 

U.S. Secret Service 

404-331-6111 (Atlanta) 

 

Forest Fire 

770-836-6715 (Carrollton) 

 

 

 

 

 

National Hotline Network 

1-800-784-243 

 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,     

Firearms & Explosives 

1-800-800-3855  

 

Battered Women/Domestic        

Violence Hotline 

1-800-334-2836 

 

Committee for Missing Children 

678-376-6265 

1-800-525-8204 (24 hours) 

 

Federal Tax Information 

1-800-829-1040 (Atlanta) 

 

Georgia Crime Victim Assistance 

Helpline 

1-800-338-6745 

 

Georgia Crisis & Access Line 

1-800-715-4225 

 

Georgia Drug Abuse helpline 

1-800-338-6745 

 

In Emergency Call—911 

 

 

Water & Sewer 

Zoning 

Building Permits 

Garbage Pick-up 

 

City of Villa Rica 
770-459-7000  

http://www.bellsouth.com/


 

Villa Rica Elementary School 
314 Peachtree Street 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 
770-459-5762 

 
Glanton Hindsman Elementary 

School 
118 Glanton Street 
Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-4491 
 

Bay Springs Middle School 

122 Bay Springs Road 
Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-2098 

 
Villa Rica High School 

600 Rocky Branch Road 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 
770-459-5185 

 
Mirror Lake Elementary 

School 
2613 Tyson Road 

Villa Rica, GA30180 

770-651-4300 
(Douglas County) 

 

Ithica Elementary 
75 Whitworth Road 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

678-840-5101 
 
For a complete listing of all 

Carroll County Schools and 
their 
web 
sites 

visit 

City Parks 
 

Lamar Moody Recreation Center 
2377 Lake Paradise Road 

130 acre park includes an 8 acre lake and one small 

pond which is stocked periodically by the City of 

Villa Rica.  The park is open daylight until dark every 

day; admission is free.  Boats permitted with electric 

motors only and a fishing license is required, ac-

cording to State regulations.  770-459-7011 

  

 

Gold Dust Park 
Tiny Cole Drive off 

Industrial Boulevard 

Baseball fields,  walk-

ing trails, and  tennis. 

770-459-7011 

 

 

Fullerville Soccer Complex 
121 Ball Park Road—770-459-7011 

 

 

Villa Rica Civic Center and Sports Complex 
Highway 61 (Villa Rica Carrollton Hwy) 

9 lighted softball/baseball fields and one 

football field.  For more information  

                  770-459-7011. 
 

Pine Mountain Gold Museum  

1881 Stockmar Road                                          

Home of the first gold rush in the U. S. in 1826.  

Gold panning, museum, movie, walking trails and 

more.    www.pinemountaingoldmuseum.com    

770-459-8455 or toll free 1-866-514-6536  

 

All city parks fall under the Villa Rica Parks & 

Recreation Department 

For schedules and classes call 

 770-459-7011. 
www.villaricaparks.com 

 

The Mill Amphitheatre 
Event & Rental Information 

678-840-1160 

 

www.villaricaparks.com 

Historical  

Interest 
 

 

Wick’s Tavern Museum 

West Georgia’s old-

est    commercial 

structure, c.1830.  

This tavern was 

moved to its present   

location  and was 

restored and now 

houses a museum.  By appointment only, 770-456

-0201 

  

First United Methodist Church, c. 1905                

North Avenue                                                               

On Historic Register 

 

First Presbyterian Church, c . 1855                          

Main Street    

Original wood structure is still standing under the 

brick façade.                                                               

On Historic Register 

 

Villa Rica Lofts 

Temple Street 

770-459-6262 

This historic cotton warehouse, now converted into 

loft apartments, was built in 1912 and remained a 

cotton and textile warehouse until the 1990’s.  

Shown by appointment only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Annie Powell Berry House , c  1908                           

Peachtree Street                                                            

On Historic Register (Private Residence) 

 

Weekly story times for 
Children, parents & infants and teens! 

Also available at the Library 
Voter Registration and 

State and Federal tax forms 

Villa Rica Public Library 
770-459-7012 



 
 

     

  

  

 

 

  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Better Homes & Garden Realty 

809 West Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-5108 

 

Century 21 Skinner Properties 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-4663 

 

Coldwell Banker First Realty 

238 Carroll Road 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-0009 

 

Everette Realty 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-456-0071 

 

McCreary Realty 

East Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-5726  

 

Offices On Main 

413 Main Street 

770-459-6262 

www.theofficesonmain@bellsouth.net 

 

Reality Executives West 

114 Village Lane 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-4533 

 

McCreary Realty 

East Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-5726  

 

Offices On Main 

413 Main Street 

770-459-6262 

www.theofficesonmain@bellsouth.net 

 

Reality Executives West 

114 Village Lane 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-4533 

  Arbor Bend 

200 Industrial Boulevard 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-1740 

 

Hampton Court 

70 Industrial Boulevard 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-4743 

 

Hickory Falls 

801 Hickory Level Road 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-2302 

Fax: 770-459-2303 

www.prscompanies.net 

 

Preserve at Mirror Lake 

9400 Conners Road 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-6400 

 

Villa Rica Loft Apartments 

Temple & West Church Street 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-6262 

(converted 1912 cotton                             

and textile warehouse) 

 

Wildwood at Villa Rica 

540 South Carroll Road 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-5511 

 

Willow Creek 

420 Villa Trace 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-0747 

 

Wilson Mill Town Homes 

East Wilson Street 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-456-9441 

770-456-9441 

Fax: 770-456-7773 

 

 

Motels 

 

American Inn & Suites 

I-20, Exit 26 

615 Edge Road 

770-459-5793 

 

 

EconoLodge Villa Rica Inn 

I-20 Exit 24 

770-459-6669 

Fax: 770-459-6813 

www.bestwestern.com 

 

 

Super 8 

I-20 Exit 24 

770-459-8000 

Fax 770-459-8413 

www.super8.com 

 

Comfort Inn 

I-20, Exit 24 

678-941-3401 

www.comfortinn.com 

 

 

Days Inn 

I-20 Exit 24 

770-459-8888 

www.daysinn.com 

 

 

Hometown Lodge 

I-20 Exit 24 

770-459-6662 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camping 

Sweetwater Valley RV Park 

Towable Campers, Motor Homes, Tents 

770-456-1917 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Dean Realty 

912 West Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-456-4721 

 

Southern Homes  & Land Realty 

228 West Montgomery 

770-459-8841 

 

Strickland Realty &  

Investment Company 

923 West Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-5771 

 

West Georgia Properties 

750 West Bankhead Highway 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-6884 

 

Senior Living 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

Ashbrook Village 

75 Herrell Road 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-459-8061 

770-459-8023 Fax 

www.AshbrookVillage.com 

Independent & Assisted Living 

 

 

Bellvue Senior Community 

1050 West Highway 78 

Villa Rica, GA 30180 

770-456-9144 

 
 

http://www.prscompanies.net/
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup/locations-and-travel/holidays/5043444-mobile-home-birdhouse.php?id=5043444

